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DEPARTMENTS

FINDS: BEST IN SHOW

The latest vacuum from Miele is perfect for pet-lovers.

FINDS: SHOP, EAT AND STAY

Check out the newest restaurants, store openings and
performance spaces in and around California.

FINDS: BUY, BORROW AND STEAL
Five furnishings fresh from SFDC’s Winter Market
and three cool new products available elsewhere.

TREND REPORT: CHECK MATE

Houndstooth is back...

TRAVEL: VIVA MEXICO

Four days in Mexico City—how to see it all.

ARTS+ANTIQUES

A monthly report on art auctions worldwide
and museum exhibitions around the state.

PROFILES: FIRM BELIEFS

Fong & Chan Architects have an impressive portfolio
and an even more impressive division of labor.

PROFILES: ECLECTIC INTUITION

Nomi Franklin of Nomi Fabrics finds her creative
inspiration in all that happens around her.

PROFILES: MODERN REVIVAL
San Francisco-based Zocalo furniture presented
its newest collection at High Point to great acclaim.

VIEW: KIRKWOOD STUDIO
At the Montalvo Arts Center, a live/work studio for
visiting artists is seen through the lens of Joe Fletcher.

ICON: THE TRENDSETTER

Francis Adler Elkins made her mark in interior design
by keeping close tabs on her brother and 1aking risks.
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PROFILES

ounded more that 10 years ago by Jeremy
Sommer, San Francisco—based furniture
company Zocalo got the design industry’s

MODERN

REVIVAL

SAN FRANCISCO FURNITURE
COMPANY ZOCALO INTRODUCES
A COLLECTION OF ACCESSIBLE,
MIDCENTURY-INSP1RED DESIGNS. palette in hopes of appealing to a more traditional clientele.
BY CERISE HENZES “We took a look at the market, which was churning out the same

designs from 40 years ago,” says Jaramillo, who earned a

attention when it debuted its eco-friendly Echo
Collection at the International Home Furnishings
Market in High Point last October. Responding
to a growing demand for reproductions of mid-
century furniture, design director Jorge Jaramillo

and product designer Margaret Leigh collaborated
to reinvent the popular aesthetic with softer lines and a warmer

degree in industrial design from Pontificia Universidad

Javeriana in Bogotd, Colombia. “We wanted to take advantage
of that revival, but also to evolve and develop a reinterpretation
of the classics.”

Intent on creating a collection of environmentally sound
pieces at affordable prices, Jaramillo and Leigh, a Huntington
Beach native and graduate of the California College of the Arts,
crafted their curvilinear collection from cross-grained bamboo
veneers, bent plywood and polyweave, a 100-percent recyclable
and nontoxic plastic. Each piece balances an organic form with
beautiful details, including oxidized-metal drawer pulls and
rich chestnut finishes, for an overall effect that is contemporary
without feeling sterile.

After being lauded by InFurniture and Home Accents Today
as a highlight of the 2005 Fall High Point Market, the Echo
Collection was picked up by several independent retailers and
is scheduled to hit stores in March. =

Zocalo’s Jorge Jaramillo and
Margaret Leigh pose with
signature pieces from their
new Echo Collection. A
second line in the collection
features furniture made of
polyweave, including the
Otto bed (right) and Fr
nightstand (above). =
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